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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTESS 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE
APO San Francisco 96250

AVBE-SC/MHD 1} February 1970

SUBJECT: Cperational Report-Lessons Learned Headouarters, 173a Airborac Brigade,
Period ending, 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (32)

kssistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Departmont of the Army
Washington, DC 20310

1. (C) Overations: Sienificapt Activities

a. General: Operation WASHIGTON GREENW II continued as the 1734 Airborne
Brigede's primary operational effort during the reporting period. Operation
WASHL'GTCY GRZEY II, hegun on 1L Oct 69, is the second phase of Operation WASHING-
JOH GHEE!" begun on 15 April 1969, Tha opcration is dezizned to provide reguler
forco sunport to GVII agencies and territorial elements as they carry out the pac-
ificalion progrem in the Briznde's Arca of Operations, AO LEE, AO LEE, consisting
of the northcastern four districts (TAM GUAW, HOAI WHOW, HOAI A, and PHU HY) of
BINH DIl Province, is shered by the 173d Airborne Brigade and the 22d ARVH Infan-
try Division. Under the second phase of the operation, the 173d Airborne Brizude
continucs o conduct operations in coopcration with ARVH and FWWAF forces, and GV
authoritics ‘in order to accelcrate th: pacificotion program and to maintain the
security of lines of communication. OUa 22 January 1970, Operation WASHIIX-TON GREEN
IT A went into effect to counter the cxpected 1970 Tet Offensive while still pro-
viding security for the populated sacification arcas in the A0,

b, The main forece clement onposing th: Brigede is the 3& NVA Division, con-
sistinz of the 2d, 18th, and 22d NVA Ruginmenvs. The 34 NVA Division Headcuarters
and the 2d ¥Vi Begimont deployed to BINH DINY (P) in late Scptomber and late Octo--
ber resopectively. By late Decembor the 22d VA Regiment was located olong the nor—
thern boundary of #0 LEZ in the arca of the BINH DINH (P) - QUANG NGAI (P} border
and the uoner AN LAO Velley. The 18%h and 23 NVA Regiments currontly occupy loca-
tions in the VINH THLFH Mountains and numcrcous local force units operate in the
mountainous aroas continguous to tho populated arcas. The 3d NVA Divicion has o
estimated strength of 6000 porsonncl and is woll armed, to include both medium and
heavy indirecct fire weapons. Tho onemy m:de no concerted offorts to disrupt the
peeification progrom during the reporting period; however, cnomy movement, morter
attacks, and platoon to company sizc contacts have inercased with the approach
of the cxpected Tot Offensive 1970 as the reporting poriod cemo to o closo. The
local force guerrillas continued their attempt to harass US/GVN installations, pro-
perty and persomicl. Their methods were mortar attecks, sapper atbacks, smolld unit
embushcs, ond an active progrem of booby trap cmplacemente
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC /MHD 1l Februnary 1970
SUBJECT: Operaiional Report-Lessons Learned Headsuarters, 173d Airborne

Brigade, Period ending 31 Jamuary 1570, RCS CSFOR-S5 (RZ)

c. The Brigade!s security screen, which rzstricts enemy movem:nt and
influence on pacification operations, is essentially a nrogram of Intense small
unit actions, Employing firo teams and squads, usually combined with torri-
torial forces, the Brigade saturat.s the populated arcas of the A0 with mumercus
patrols and ambushes, This technique, dubbad ths HAWK concept, da2ily employs
up to as meny as 1L0 seoarate HAWK patrols dispe@el throughout the A0, and
has boen extromely cffcctive in severely restricting the cnemyis freedor of moves
mont, particularly during the hours of darkness,

d, On 13 Dccembsr 1969, the 3d Battalion (Airborne) 503d Infantry waos
relcased from its nacification responsibilitics in northern PHU MY District
which it shared with lst Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry, The 1-503d
(Abr) Inf took over the pacification mission for the entire US Arca of Oper-
ations in thc district, moving into thz arca vacated L the departing 3-503
(Abn) Inf, The purpose cf the A0 change was te free the 3-503d to conduct
ccmoat cperaticns thrcughcut AQ LES, The 3d Battelion with its rcar remaining
2t LZ UPLIFT (TR92775L) was initially redeployed with the mission of reconnais-
sance in force in the VINH THANH Mcantains with its ferward tactical command
post lccated at ¥SB AMBY (BR7LEB15). On 18 Jamuary the 3-503d relcecat:d to the
AN LAO Valley, cstablishing its forward CP at LZ :BAVER ( R76798L), The rifle
ccmpanics depleoyed on rcconnaissanca in force missicns aseinst the VA units
in the lower AN 140 Valley with the missien tc disrupt cnemy movemsnt ant 42
capture or dostroy all WA personnel, equipment, =nd supplics found, ths deny-
int cnemy access tc the populated arcas of HOAT &l (D), HOAI WHON (D), and
PaM QUAN (D).

€, The 3d Dottaion (AIRMOBILE), 5056th Infantry, 101lst Airorne Division
was placed under operaticmal centrol of the Drizade <n 23 December 1969, The
forward CP >f the 3-505th was initially leeate? ot LZ A33Y ccllocated with
the fcrward CP of the 3-503d (43N) Inf. The unitls missicn paralleled that
of the 3-503d4 in rcconncissance in force cperaticns in the VINH THANH Meounteins,
On 17 Jamuary 1970 the 3-506th relocated and sceuwpied LZ TAFE (3S7L513lL) which
wag vacetid unon the withirawal of the 1st 3attali-n, 12th Infantry when the
2d hrigade, bth Infantry Division withdrew frim the AN LAO Valley to return
tc AV KHE, The riflc companiocs undartook reconnaissance in forco missions to
deny enemy forces r.utes cf access te the AN LAO-AN DO Valley areas frem the
north and west,

f, On: contact during November is worthy <f mention, On S Novembar 1969,
while on a screcninz missicn involving the 3-5032; C Trcop, 17th dir Cavalry
spetied five VC runaing intec a cave lccated in the wastorn NUI MIEU Mountains
{CoG1876G 3, The 17th Air Cav immediately inserted their iero Rifle Platuion
intc the area, sealing off escape rcutes in the vicinity, =lsmenis of the
3-503d reactod and established blecking positicns ~nd effectod a cordon around
tho arce, A search of the area resulted in 1 VC XIA (7C), 28 VC CIA, and 15
small arms an miscsllonccus equipment captured, The VC coptured ware later
identifisd as onme plateon ¢f C~1 Cempany, PHI MY (D) Local Force,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC /MHD 14 February 1970
SUBJECT: Osercti-nal Repert-lesscns Learnsd Heolquarters, 1734 Airborno
drigado, Pericd ending 31 January 1970, ®CS CSFCR-65 (R2)

2+ The statistical rusults ¢f Oporaticn VASHLIGON GREZEN since its
bezinning n 15 April 1969 thrcvgh 31 January 1970 are: 68 - 10 XIA and
1085 WIA; cnemy - 692 KIA, 65 POW, and 261 small ~rms captursd,

h, District Os¢rntions: The followinz is a syaopsis of weratiins by
Cistricts:

(1) Tam Quan District: Ths L-503d4 base camp romained at LZ NORTH EM3LISH
while its Tactical Oneraticns Center (TOC) romained ccllecat.d with tho district
TCC at LZ TOM, TA ¢(UAN (D). By 17 Octcber, battalicn clements had complotod
thoir final emansicn effcrt and all inhebitad porticns «f the District within
the US A0 were uncr the security influence of tru'mrs <f the 173¢ Airberne
rigade, In general, cperaticns by the Lth 3attalicn during Nevember,
December, and Jamory were primarily combine? "cor? .n and search" as elements

of the Battalion joinec‘. the territorial forces anC -.n secveral occasions olements
+f the LOth ARVN Rogt, Extensive combined HAWK ~peraticns with RF/PF 21so
c.ntimed during the rogcrtim pericd, The Lth Battalicn mede increased use

<f the fPFF »n many cor’cn and search cperations, emlcyinz them 2s the scarch
elemcnt 2lcyy with the R¥/FF, The NPFF alsc cembined with the Lth Battalicn

cn jcint NPFF/US checknoints established ¢n OL-1, Traininr assistance contimed
te be pr-ovided t» the RF/FF ard PSDF, Artillsry FOs attached to the Battalicn

¢ ntimzd to achieve e¢nciurazing results from instructi:n presented to th: lccal
ferees. Rifle companies and battolicn Security Troinins Assistance Groups (ST‘[G)
continued to assist the 3 district MAT teams in the traa..unf_v of iF/PF an¢ tho
instructicn »f PSDF in sm2ll unit tactics aad weawcns familiarizaticn,

(2) HOAI WHON District: The 2-503d Inf TOC remained coll.cated
with the listrict TOC at 30N3 SON (H), This arvcazemont ag in 1l “istricts,
facilitated plannimm, coerdinaticn 2nd execution <f upsrational and intcl-
lingence activitios and expeditsd clearance for supporting firss. The DI0CC,
established in dpril, hns centim=l to be effective in cathsring, preocessiig,
and dissemin~ting intelligence, A large measurc of the offectiveness is
aptributad tc the efforis f the 24 Battalion staff, US and territirial forces
oérticipated in a mumber «f ccmbined cporati~ns., Ths training program f.r
territerial forces f-cused mainly on the subjects of srall unit tactics and
weapons familiarization, Duriny the repertimg seriod tho 24 3Brigade, hth
Infantry Division had res;;cnsibili‘byfxthe AN TAO Valley wortion of HOAL NHON
District, On 17 Jamuary the 2d Bde was relieved f respernsibility for tho
Valley and bozan relocating te tha Yth Inf Div TAOR, 'The 1734 azain assumed
responsibility of ths 4N LAO Valley, depleying the 3-503¢ and 3-506th to
LZ 3BAVER anc TAPE respectively,

(3) HOAI AN District: 2-.503d (Abn) Inf, becams the 3rizade’s ccordinating
headquarters in HOAL AN cn 29 Octebsr, In this resmensibility Co D, 2-503 (Abn)

Inf ccntimed support to HOAL AN in a cocrdinating copacity, prcviding Joint
operations with local forces and LOC security to populated areas of the district,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AV3E-SC/MHD 1l February 1970 .
SU3JECT: Operati nal Roport-Lesswns Tegarnsd  Ho-dquerters, 173d Airberne Brigade,
, Period ending 31 Jamuary 1970, RC3 CS7CL-65 (R2)

Territiorial forcts cavinvd tc nrovide their wn scecevrity 1-r hamlets and vile
lages, On 13 Hovember the 3-503¢ wns released :f pacificatirn respensibilities
in PHU MY District, an® begnn reconnaissance-in-force (nirasicns in scuthern
HOAI AN District an establishcd a ferward CP ~t 733 A33Y, Cn 23 Dec, 3-506th
came unCor cyerati-n2l contrel of the 1732 Airborne risnle, establishad a
forward CP at F33 AS3Y, and their rifle companies conducted raconnaissance~
in~force cporaticns in the scuthorn VIEH THLNH Mecuntoins, On 17-18 Jamuery
octh 3-503¢ and 3-506th relccated te the AN LAO Valley =f HOAL tTHON District.

' (b) PHU ¥ District: The 1-503d (Abn) Inf essumsl tperaticnal control of
the entire US 40 in northorn PHU MY (D) with the redemlceyment of the 3-50334 (Abn)
Inf, The district chiaf; Captain Can, ailed the nhasing cut of the 32 Battelion
br appraising the situaticn and shifting terrilcrial ferces as required te ensure
cumplete coveraze «f tho vacated area in conjuncticn with th: entering lst
Babiaiion, The 1-5032 ferward TCC remeinsd collocated with . HU MY District
Healcvarters an? c.ntimeed coordinated (operaticnswith territorial forces,

The Battelion un’ertook mcre sxtensive training of Regional Force/Popular Force
anaG . scples Self Defense Force perscnnel by institutins frmal on' inforsal
training proiroms te incrcese their effectivensss,

i. Comdrt Suxpoert:

(1) Artillery: Headguarters, 3d Battaicn, 319th (4bn) Ficld Artillery,
the Jrigzade's organic artillery battalion, rémainc ~t LZ Inslish, Its firing
batteries contime to suppert the Irizade frim fire suyp.rt bases lispersed
througheut the A0, D 3Jéry, 2-320th FA 72ve direct support t¢ the 3-506th
(ambl) Inf,

(2) Air: Tre 3rirale Forward Air Centr:llers flcew 71h hcurs while centrcle
ling 198. airstrikes in surport of 3rizade <oerations, Limite? visibility “ue te
pocr weather cenfitiins limited the number .f airstrikcs Juriny tte reportin
period., A total of &3 cambat Skysnot serties were flcwn an "Shadou" cr
"Stingar" aireraft, aC-119 aircroft oquiped with scsristicated target acquisi-
tion systems 2nd hoavy air  ~qround fire ci2hilities, were employs.! on 28
cccasicns,

(3) Naval: WNaval sunfire s ., . for AO LEE w-s ce-riinat.d by Team
2-2, SUT UNIT ONS, 1st ALICO, Lariny Nevember, Decembzr, and Jamary, L US
Destreyers aw' 1 Australian Destreyer wsre on staticn for a total :f 12 days,
639 5 inch obscrved rounds were fired ¢n 32 tarsets and 531 5 inch H and I
rcunds wore fired on 165 toi.sts,

j. Ccmbnt Scrvice Suipcri:
(1) 2Zniinecer: Though deeply involved in the many civie action »r.jects

inherent in a s-an? aacificabion oregram, the 1732 Un ineer Cumpony c-niinucd
to previde direet sunsort te all Brizade units. This support includsd daily
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC/MHD 14 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Headquarters, 173d Airborne Brigade,
Period ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFoR-65 (R2

minesweep operations along the major roads in AO LEE, the operation of 3 water
points along with the LZ EIGLISH water point operated by the 299th Engr Bn provid-
ing a total daily capacity of 52,00Cgallons, furnishing of technical advice and
supprrt of unit self-help projects, and the attachment of one squad of enginears to
each maneuver battalion for routine en' ineer missions.

(2) Chemical: The Brigade Chemical Section, in conjuaction with the 51st Chem-
ical Det, executeéd the following missions in support of Brigade operations:

(a) Airborne Personnel Detection: 59 missions were flown for a total of 62 hrs.

() Herbicide Missions: 181 hectares of crops and densc vezetation were
defoliated,

(c) Riot Control Agent: CS was employed agninst known enemy base camp and
tunncl comilexcs and was used prior to tacticel airstrikes to restrict encmy move-
ment. 4 total of 9,280 pounds of CS2 were air delivered from UH-1H helicopters in
terrain deniel operations and 2,864 pounds of €S2 werce ground employed in tuanel
contemination opcrations.

(@) Incendiary Missions: A total of 7,865 gallons of thickened fucl incecn-
diary wos expended employing CH-47 and UH1H helicopters as delivery cireraft i-
instances when TAC air was not practical or not available,

2, (C) ZLossons learned: Commander's Obscrvations, Eveluotions, and Recommendations:

a. Porsonnel: None

b. Intelligence: None

c. Oncrgtions:

() OBSERVATION: In some instances therc has beun a delay in obtaining illumi-

nation from supporting units when o chance night contect is meade by o Ranger torm
in their night laager position., This is particularly truec when the te~m's arca of

_operations is out of ringe of ertillery illumination.

(bj EVALUATICH: Delcy in obtainiyillumination cin bealimireted if the team cleors
the grids of their location for illumination and requests that the artillery dato
be precomputed as soon as the laager sitcs are reached. IS the -rid¢ is out of range
of artillery, the TOC mokes o notation and is prepared t» request o helicoper flore
ship immecdiately should the team mnke o contact.

(¢c) RECO:MENDAYIO.: Prior preparation should be made for usc of illumint’ion
in night loager sites.

(2) Silent Bridge Sccurity:

(a) OBSERVATION: A mothod was nceded to rclecase troops from bridge sccourity
for cther operations while still meintaining adoquate sccurity fcr bridges,

(b) EVSLUATION: Tho 173d Airborne Brigade is employing acoubouy ssnsaw s aneans
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AV e "’: Pl 14 Pebruary 1970
SUBJECT: Operationzl Repori-Lessons Learned Headgunrters, 173d Aixborne Brizade,
) feriod onding 31 Janunry 1970, RCS CSFOR -65 (A2

of astabliahiug “-wurib on certain bridges within its AC, Witk on izcreascd re-
aponsikility of & larger AQ, one bat-clion nceded o »echod of sucuriny certoin brideoes
uhic,h would require loss troops vet maintein adecucte standards of sccm*ii;;r. The
troope veleised Lrom tho selected bridres coud then Lo uned for wnle st i a

more; active comhat role in the ta talion's A0, The con.cpt of cmpli.cing scrsor field:
arou.hd the bridges was considered end scveral differcnd types of sensor deovices vere
tricd without finding an acecpt:ble solution. Finzlly an ,caubouy GERSOr W2S susporn-
ed from the gtringers-of a brldg. and tests were coaducted. A 100% activaiion rate
for 3€0 dezroos around the bridge was ubicined., The coubouy has n-‘rv:,n g0 £aasitive

thot: indivicuals talking on or about the biidge have L.en menitor.d as for cwey as
twelve kilometors Tha 4D model ccoubcuy has the addid c.dvu:x‘c.:;;e of beiag - ble o
shut itscl? off du_ring' the dzy when the thrent is reduced and norml Preefic ir henve-

icst and to activate itsclf at night. This timing prolo;ve the scnsor's lzfc o 4L
days. The .coubouy will sclf-destruct if cubacc to tampering, (The cuigor Lol WO
2 bridze runnd in 'téctizﬂ.'_ Sovemant neir the Uoldso ubich in durm brinco o cuorounl
£rom nishh ..,ro“‘ in the Lrun and reaction forees ab noarby strong pointc. B om-
nloring tho zeoubouy the battalion hus been able to reduce the force = -.."':.:C' al Doy
cure bridzes from 72 persomncl to 18 persomacl and 4 4PC's, The PPf"" provid  bhe

mobility to rcact to ncou‘vouy scnsings and bring ropid uroo:- sceurity o thu brid;.r,,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That acoubouy sensors b2 used as an aid o bridge s.curity
where the situntion pernits, thus fr.ocing troops i‘or L2 t.ctive oper-tinns,

(3) Double Swecep Cordon and Sairch

(2) o SERVATION: Using stoy behind forcos has no% yiclded w-t sfzctory resuits
duc %o compromisc by local inhabit:nts ord cucmy OPs.

(b) EBVSLUATION: 'In cordon and scarch oporntions, VC and Tocal gucrrilles hove
consistently been forwarned of US nreccnce inm a hamlet ares through observcticn posts
and homlo’ agents. Thoy have thorefore boen hizhly cuccessful in aveidin: coni-eb
simply by avoiding the arca of fricndly acL1v1tv. The VG hove also esteblich-d a
pattﬁrn of rcturning to an area shortly after fr:.‘,ncl,/ troops hove deworted, In order
to take advantage of both of these situntions the 1st Bn (Abn), 503d Inf hos duvelop-
cd a "doublc swoep" to”hnlque. An clement movas into 2 villago, comduets o Lrutp o
curdus wad search, and remains in or around the villace for one or twe days. 4 sceond
clemeat of comparable sizc oporates scveral kilometers away. The .scarch force nnkes
preparations to leave th\. v:.ll::g in full view of the population and the: depnris o=
row.:d :nid- fternoon, in.full viww of possible cacmy OP's, After dark the scceond
force .ove: around the -villarc ~na éetiblishcs ambushes for unsuspecting VO roturaing
home "uo wh..u they now donsider a safe aroz. The "Double Sucep te hnicuc hos pro-
duced seveanl profiichlc conticises If troop strength or donsity doos nct permid tho
usc of two forccs, the ‘force deperting an arca con backtrack to the same arce a:‘t'“
dark, Thosc tcchniques have proven mere succussful than stey tehing forces which awc
tco cosily compromiscd oy inhcbitants of tho villego.

(c) RECOMMEIDATICN: Units should usc tiic doublc sweep cordon cid scrch meihod
of opcration in liou of loaving stay bchind olements. .
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AVBE-SC/MHD 14 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Headquarters, 173d Aizberne Brigede,
Period ending 31 Jazuery 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 ( RZ)

(4) Combine Cordon and S=avch Operation

(z) OBSERVATION: The usc of terri’corLl forces on cordon and seirch opcrations
gnificantly aids in the results the mission,

(b) ECVALUATION: On a cordon and seorch operation invelving one US rifle company
and one RF company, the RF soldicrs wore used s the primery seirch force, Thiz con-
cept of usins RF to search is not new oné this instance is not intended :‘.s < neu teshe-
nicuc, but rather as an illustration of the importance of its use. During the oper-
ction, with o large meccure of credit to the RF, 3 VC/HVA were WIA and CIA, and 26
V(‘/.WA suspects were dctu.mcd, rathcr signi flcc.nt resulss for & reutisnc cordon ond
scarch. O several occcsions the US trooy's accomprnying the RF on the scurch by-posacs
VC suspects and hidden tvrnel entrances that were irmedintely obvions to the EF,

(c) RICOMMENDATIOR: Territorial forcc: should be uced in conjuncsticn with US
forcec in cordon and soarch operations since they arc usuclly femilicr with the nren
of search, the customs of the people, and the language.

(5) Scout Dors on Listening Posts.

(a) OBZSRVATION: Scout dogs proved valueble as ecrly warning systoms on listen-
ing post.

(b) ZVALUATION: Scout dogs proved valuable to the sceurity of firc support basut
of the 173¢ Airborne Drigadc whon they were utiliz d on night listening nosis. One
night in Hovember a dog team on LP seeurity detected movemsnt outside o F‘S' nerimeter
2t 2310 hours. The battery cosmander was notified and the unit was :J. an nlort.
fhile a0 cthor bosis for alarm other thon the deg's warning was note u‘zc Lot UNE
attacked ot 0110 hours by & platoon size unit. lh ks Ge the eariy w“..l.“ orovided
by the dozy, the cnemy was cnghged while still outside the wirce os - resul tho SNty
lost 9 KIA and numerous weapons CIA,

(c) RECOMEIDATION: Scout dogs should be used vn listening posts in isolaicd
arcas providiasg they roccive the same rest coneiderctions «s other scat 3’0:: ond the
duty does not distraet from the dog's primory mission of patrolling.

(6) LZ Construction Using 750 Pou:d Bombs.

(a.) BDOSERVLTION: The location of friondly troops or the natwre of the t.
often provends the using of hewy ordincnce to clecr landin: zonws in vegstated nrense

(b) EV.LUATION: A britalion-of the 173d Ai-borne Srigode was successful i coi-

seructing ¢ onc helicopter L2 in modsrate vogetation using 750 pounéd bombs with thicc
foot cxtonsions delivered by PAC air. Li's had previously beon cons"ructod in the
1734 Ahn Bdo AO using 10,00 and 2,000pound bombs, This perticuler L2 was ic he con-
atrueicd on o narrow ridgol:hc with modorate vegotstion. Trees in thc arus were 20
to 50 feet’ high vith diametars.of 6 to 12 inches, Sin;,le conopy oxdsted mid scrub brush
on the ground wis 2 to 8 fuot high. Heavy bombs were not faverably CO;.udeI‘LC‘ for
tha nis-ion sinco d\.liv ory aireraft hod to fly in proximity to th\, torgot in order to
achieve the requircd accurcey. Th wrefore, 750 nound bombs ‘with three foot exiaasicns
wore selectcd oo test ordnnnce for thue mission. & vury adoguate ono ship LZ, tre dc-
siod rosult, now oxists in on aren'previcusly aveilable only by ladder or foot.

7 CONFIDENTIAL
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(c) RECOMENDATION: 750 pound bombswiih 3 fcot extensiors showld be used for L2
clearance when heavier ordnance cannot be used.

1‘; Fébruary 1970
5 173d .Airborne Brigade,

-(7) Fixing the Enemy,

' (z) O3SERVATION: One of the mejor problems associsted with the wer in. Victnem
is the finding

ng; end then fixing of the VC long enough foir friendly troo»s: to close with
and’destroy them.

“(b) EV.LUATICY: Recently while conduciing a-search and clear operation ih an
area knowm to be & haven for VC, a unit of the 1-~503d made contact
vegeteted terrain at a range.-of 400 melers. The wnit hed to maneuver thiu 100 meters
of newly planted rice paddy in order to close with the enamy.- Durin,
in the scme area the cnemy had. ample warning and time 'to escape. into the mountains.
T1e circunstances of this contact suggested that the some cscape woul@ cccure Yot
when thc clement arrived at the arcs of the sighting, the cnemy was still there

wes killed, ihile trying to establish a reason for the cnomy ata,y"*-' in the arce .Ln-
wc?d or rvrninﬂ it was rumembered that there had becen an obscrwvation aircraiv ovel
head on enother mlssion -during the contact., It was-thercfore surmised. that:the VO
rad foiled o ran for fear of being spotted by the airplanc and ..b.v.mg arzillery or
mmships 2. 1led on thwsn., With this in mind a subsequont opcration-in the sowe genernl
arca wos conductod with .an. obscrvation.aircraft purrfos‘ely overhicads  Visual coutach.
was arcin made at an extended range and aszin the VO remmined: fixsd until’ tho frieadly
elements closcd wih them rcsultlng in onic VC KIA, Thc VC had. arple warning of ihe
fricndly approach cnd could.have c:sily run: for cover: {
(c) RECOMMENDATION: When possible, an observation aircraft should be used in

conjunction with ground troops when a lightly vegetated area is suspacted: of har=
boring enemy troops.

(8) Usc of NPFF,

(a) OBSERVADIOS: The nddition of Hatiohal Police Fisld For.cc‘:TOﬁrns= 0. US units
greatly chhonces both tocetical and pacifica“ion objectives ih.popultted arcas.

(b) EVALUATION: National Police Ficld Force perform specific operztions crainst

Viet Gong infrastructurc as an action arm of -the SpecLl ‘Branch, They cstublish police
operations to prevent VO agtivities, mointain civil sccurity ond oxdon, it Sayve as
a reserva force fo the lational Police in the control of riots and othc civil dis--
turbanccs, -NPFF moy be attached to US units on & dnily operational basis -or 2 speci-
fic mission basis, suchas 2 Cordon znd Search.

(c") RECO.MENDATION: Combined US/MPFE opcrations improve rapport w:rbh the local
popul as well as provide eZfective coverage of rural ’OO")ulauLd arcase JEFP siould

2 reque sWd uhrough District channcls and uscd whenever foasible in supyort. of US
oaerat" ONSe
[

d, ORGANIZATION: ifone

gg- TaAINING: None
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVB-SC/MHD 1k February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned He:dquarters, 173d Airborne Brisade,
Period cnding 31 Jonuary 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2
f, LOGISTICS: None

go -COMMUNICATIONS: ionc

h, MATERIAL: Nonc

i, OrHER: Listening to the Gricvances of the Loc2i People.

(a) OBSERVATION: Taking timc to listen to the local people noar friendly positions
can solve problems important to the notives with 1ittlc effort on the part of the
Commxnder.

(b) EVALUATION: An old women was scen to stand near a rifle company's heliped
ce.ch time 2 helicopter would land. She would speck and wave her arms at the soldiers
workins at the helipad. The orevious Commander had snid she was crogy ang not to -
bother with her. Thé Regional Forces hod scoid essentizlly the some thing., The new
Compzny Commander tricd to tolk to her through an interproter, but the interpreber seid
he could noet understand her. This guestioning was tried acain severcl dexys later with
instructions to the interpreter to translate the womenfs conversation literally, word
for word, It wes lcarned thet shc was upset cbout the soldicrs kicking dirt in her
water supply os they moved to or from th: helipad.. The Compiny Commander asked where
the path could be moved and moved it to the arex she indicoted., The old woman was sub~
sequently plecased with the new arrangement.

(c) RECOMMEWDATION: Consider the feclings of the loezl peorle. Often with smoll
effort on the Commander's part, what scoms a dire problem to Victnamese con be easily
solved,

FOR THE COMMANDER: =
p— —= 2 '
| W¢ KO A A
2 Incl T.W. SROCZYiSKI
1. Orgonizational Chert 1LT, AGC
-R—Resber—et Loy Porsennel—-— Asat AG ~

Incl 2 wd HQ, DA
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AVFPA-GC-HIST (14 Feb 70) 1st Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 173d Airborne Brigade,
Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS, CSPuR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, tieadquarters, I l;ield Force Vietnam, Ar0 SF 96350 28§ MAR 1970

T0s Commanding General, nited States Army Vietnam, APINs AVHGC-DST,
APO SF 96375

This headquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject Operational Report-
Lessons learned and concurs.

FOR THE COMMANDER3

. Mek

CPT, AGC
Asst AB

CFs

2 - ACSFOR, DA

1 - CG, 1734 ABN BIE (LESS ORLL)
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AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 70) 24 Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report~-Lessons Learned Headquarters, 173d Airborne
Brigade, Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT,
AP0 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from Headquarters, 173d
Airborne Brigade and concurs with the comments of indorsing headquarters.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Silent Bridge Security", page 5,
paragraph 2c(2): concur. This is another example of imaginative use of the
sengor progrem to enhance the intelligence-gathering/surveillance effort in
RVN, Ttem will be considered for inclusion in next issue of USARV Combgt
Intelligdnce Lesgons. No action by DA or USARPAC is recommended.

b. (C) Reference item concerning "Double Sweep Cordon and Search", page
6, paragraph ¢(3): concur. The success of the double sweep techniques gives
support for unit commanders to vary tactics and methods of operations from
the routine, However, to establish the double sweep techniques for all units
in lieu »f leaving stay behind elements would limit commanders to an unvarying
procedur'e for cordon and search operations. No action by DA or USARPAC is
recommended,

c. (C) Reference item concerning "Cordon and Search Operations", page 7,
paragraph 2c(4): concur. In addition to favorable results gained in a
tactical sense, this is also a giant step forward in the Improvement and
Modernizetion Prograem., Item will be considered for inclusion in next issue
of USARV Combgt Intelligence Lesgons. No action by DA or USARPAC recommended.

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Scout Dogs on Ligtening Poata"®, page
7, peragraph 2¢(5): concur. Item will be considered for inclusion in next
issue of USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons. No action by DA or USARPAC is
recommended.,

e. (C) Reference item concerning "Fixing the Enemy", page 8, paragraph
2¢(7): concur, However, this is quite an expensive decoy and should be used
only when dictated by less pressing needs. Item will be considered for

inclusion in next lssue of USARV Combgt Intelligence Lesgons. No action by
DA or USARPAC is reccmmended.

. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
2 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
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AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 70) 2d Ind i isiy
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Headquarters, 173d -Airborne
‘Brigade, - Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

f. (C) ‘Reference‘item concerning "Use of National Police ‘Field ‘Force
(NPFF)", page 8, paragraph 2c(8): concur. This is in-keeping-with the
goal of Vietnamization. Additionally, the.NPFF can perform important
functions in the area: of Population- and. Resources .Control by conducting
unsnaounced census checks in populated-.areas. Point is wéll taken: and
item will be considered. for inclusion in.next issue of USARV Combgt
Intelllgence Legsong. 'No:action by DA or USARPAC is recommended.

! g. (0) Reference item concerning "Use of NPFF", page 8,:paragraph 2c(8):
concur., Misslons of the NPFF are contained in MACV Directive :381-51, National
Police Field Force, -and USARV Pamphlet 515-1, Civic Action Guide for the 'S5,
-which .eatablishes-gildelines -on utilization of ‘NPFF.

h. (U) Reference item concerning "Listening~to .the Grievances of the
Local People®, page9,-paragraph 2is concur. This guidance is .contained
in USARV Regulation 515-2, Community Relations, and USARV Pamphlet:515-1,

.Civic Action: Guide' foi the 85.

-FOR TRE COMMANDER:

(., —7 e
CPT, AT
bssistoht Adrant (Reneryl
CF:
I FFORCEV
173d Abn Bde
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GPOP-DT (14 Feb 70) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 173d Airborne Brigade for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) )

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 25 APR 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,

Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

1547y
/._/, 4. (_,((u-./"-
D.D. CLINE
KL, A6GC

Abat AG
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